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December 18, 2022  9:00 a.m.  St. Ambrose Parish, Parchment 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

On this Fourth Sunday of Advent, we’re really blessed this year to not only get 
to celebrate the Fourth Sunday, but the entire fourth week of Advent.  As we 
know, that’s not always the case; depending on when Christmas comes, 
sometimes the Fourth “Week” might last only a day or two.  But because 
Christmas falls on a Sunday this year, we get the entire week. 

Advent is the Season of Waiting---Longing---Hoping---Expectation.  These four 
weeks each year help us to remember how the entire world waited for centuries 
before God’s Promise of sending the world a Savior was fulfilled, which we 
celebrate each year on Christmas with the Birth of the Baby Jesus, our Savior, the 
Son of God.   

Let me ask you:  how many of you like to wait? …….   I know, me too!  Waiting 
is hard.  Yesterday, I went shopping to Meijer’s.  The crowds were great, and the 
check-out lines were long.  Since the line I was in was about 4 deep, with people 
who had very full carts, I knew it would be a while.  So, I did some “people 
watching” to see how various people “waited”.  Some were paging thru the 
magazines that are all display in that check-out line; many were checking their 
phones (e-mail, texting, Facebook, looking at photos); the couple behind me was 
in deep conversation about what else was on their “to-do list” for the remainder 
of the day (not that I was eavesdropping---they were speaking rather loudly).  But 
I took particular interest in the man right in front of me; he clearly was not a good 
“wait-er”.  He kept looking at his watch, then stretching to look how much more 
the two people in front of him had; he periodically gave loud sighs of 
exasperation; and then he began tapping loudly on the cart with his keys.   I felt 
badly for him; he must have had someplace very important to be. 

The fact is that “waiting” is a part of life.  We wait in traffic, we wait at the 
Doctor’s office, and we wait in check-out lines.  If we’re flying somewhere, we 
wait to go thru security lines, to get boarded, wait to de-board, and really wait if 
the flight is delayed.  Children are waiting----very impatiently----for Santa to come 
and bring their toys; and Adults are waiting for all the Christmas preparations to 
be done, so the celebrations can begin.   
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Since “waiting” is a fact of life, perhaps we should learn how to make better 
use of that time of waiting that we all experience every day of our lives.  For 
some, “waiting” is just a “waste of time”.  That shouldn’t be the case with our 
Advent “waiting”; these weeks should be helping us to be fully prepared for what 
we’re waiting for---the celebration of Christmas.  Waiting requires patience; we 
need to understand that the great “good” that Christmas IS makes it worth the 
“wait”.  So, as we begin this 4th and final week of Advent, we might ask ourselves 
if have used this time well?  Are we filled, more and more, with joyful anticipation 
and hope for the celebration of Jesus coming into our world?   

  Whether or not we’re prepared for the “holiday” side of Christmas, the 
important question is: are we prepared for the “holyday” side of this Event that 
has changed the world forever?  As we put up our Christmas decorations and our 
Manger Scenes at home, have we pondered how incredible it is that our God 
loves us, and our world, so much that He would send His only begotten Son, to be 
born just as each of us is---as a Baby?   But as we do so, we also need to realize 
why Jesus was born.  He came into the world for the purpose of destroying the 
power of Sin and Death.  Have we taken the opportunity to realize that the “sin” 
we commit not only hurts ourselves, but hurts the people we love, and separates 
us from the God Who loves us?  Have we used this time of Advent “waiting” to 
make a good Christmas Confession, so that we’re in “good graces” with God and 
“at-one” with others in our lives? 

Today’s Scripture Readings can help us to do all of that.  In today’s First 
Reading, Isaiah reveals God’s amazing and powerful “sign”, and makes a promise 
for all eternity: “the Virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall name Him 
Emmanuel.”  In our Second Reading, St. Paul introduces himself to the Romans as 
one who is trying to “bring about the obedience of Faith”. And in today’s Gospel, 
we hear St. Matthew tell us “how the birth of Jesus Christ came about”, and then 
introduces us to the great St. Joseph, who was betrothed to Mary, but not yet 
married---that is, “before they lived together as husband and wife”. 

Joseph had recently learned that Mary was pregnant.  Since he knew that he 
was not the father, there was only one possible human conclusion that he could 
reach.   And Joseph, “a righteous man”, which meant that he was a man of prayer, 
of faith, was also very familiar with the Law which was quite clear as to what the 
consequences for this sin of infidelity were to be.  So, Joseph had a huge dilemma. 
He had to decide between righteous obedience to God as he understood it in the 
Law of Moses, or to lose his beloved wife and the future he had planned to have.   
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He loved Mary; he did not want to “expose her to shame”.   So, he decided that he 
would just quietly break off the engagement.  Of course, God had a different 
solution, which is what we heard as the “angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
dream”.   

There were two major parts to what the Angel Gabriel said to Joseph.  The first 
was when the Angel said: “Do not be afraid, Joseph son of David, to take Mary 
your wife into your home.”   Remember, the Angel had said the same thing to 
Mary, in the Gospel of Luke—“Do not be afraid”--when he came to Announce to 
her that God wanted her to conceive His Son in her virginal womb thru the power 
of the Holy Spirit.  So, clearly, they were both afraid. There might be times when 
we too are afraid and for good reasons; but fear gets in the way of clear thinking.  
When we’re afraid, we don’t necessarily make good decisions.  So, Gabriel had to 
make sure that Joseph’s human fears were calmed so he could think clearly---
could see with eyes of Faith. 

Gabriel assures Joseph that there is a very good, though not a rational, 
explanation for Mary’s pregnancy: “it is through the Holy Spirit that this Child has 
been conceived in her.”  That’s when the second major part of the Angel’s 
message was revealed:  Take her into your home; “she will bear a Son, and you 
are to name Him Jesus, because He will save His people from their sins”.  The 
Angel Gabriel was inviting Joseph’s cooperation in God’s plan of salvation.  That’s 
the way our God IS.  As God, He could demand or impose; but, because God 
created us with “free will”, He does not force us to do His will.  Instead, our God 
“invites” us into a relationship of Love with Him, and in turn, with one another.  
When we freely respond to God’s invitation, that’s an expression of our Love for 
God---by being obedient to Him.  Joseph’s strong Faith and his prayerful 
relationship with God, enabled him to trust the Angel, and St. Matthew tells us: 
“When Joseph awoke, he did as the angel of the Lord had commanded him, and 
took his wife into his home.”   

We know next to nothing about Joseph.  The Gospels don’t record one spoken 
word that Joseph said.  But Joseph’s actions spoke volumes---his courage----his 
“obedience in faith”---were extraordinary.  Perhaps when St. Paul wrote about 
that “obedience in faith” in today’s Reading, he might have been thinking about 
Joseph; it was that “obedience” that made all the difference in the world.  When 
Joseph did what the Angel had requested, the stage was set for Emmanuel----God 
with us---to be able to come. Mary and Joseph, at separate times, both said “Yes” 
to God, even though their minds might have been saying “this doesn’t make 
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sense”.  They set aside their fears, and their human pride, and became “obedient 
in faith”.  That’s what our Faith asks of us as well. 

 These Readings for this Fourth Sunday of Advent are so reassuring for all of us 
living here and now in 2022.  In spite of the turbulent times and the many 
challenges we’re all facing, God’s Word continues to assure us that God’s 
Promise, made through Isaiah the Prophet, continues to be a reality today:  
“Emmanuel---God is with us”---our God Who saves us!   

So this week, during those many times of “waiting” that we will surely have, 
perhaps we can put them to good use to ponder these two questions:  1) how do 
our fears get in the way of our ability or openness to hear God Who keeps saying 
to us “Do not be afraid---I am here with you”?  and 2) how is God inviting me/you 
to cooperate with the ongoing work of building up the Kingdom of God in my own 
heart, in my family, and in the world in which we live?  St. Joseph is the perfect 
one for us to ask for his help and intercession, so that we can respond with trust, 
courage, and “obedience in faith”.  As we complete our Christmas preparations, 
we also can’t forget that what Christmas begins, Easter completes.  As we 
treasure the Christmas carols that sing of “Silent Night” and “What Child is this?”, 
we know that this Baby grew up to become our Savior by dying on a Cross on 
Calvary, and rising Victorious on Easter, thereby winning our Salvation.  

We are blessed that this year, we get to celebrate these four full weeks of 
Advent.  But in a very real sense, Advent is never over.  Really, our entire lives in 
this world is a kind of “Advent”----a time of waiting and longing for what is still to 
come.  We just need to do a better job of “waiting”.  Not being distracted by our 
phones and other gadgets; not in idle time-wasting conversation; and not in 
impatiently sighing and tapping our lives away.  Because of the Joy of Christmas 
and the Hope of Easter, we can be very certain that what awaits us when our lives 
in this world come to an end---Eternal Life and being one with God forever---is 
definitely worth the wait.   

As today’s Opening Prayer so beautifully put it: “Pour forth we beseech You, O 
Lord, Your grace into our hearts, that we, to whom the Incarnation of Christ Your 
Son was made known by the message of an Angel, may by His Passion and Cross, 
be brought to the glory of His Resurrection.”  Until then, let us all continue 
“waiting in joyful hope” for the coming of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Come, 
Lord Jesus! 


